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was very large and seated in the right cerebral hemisphere, were not discharged. 
In the other case free exit was given to the contents, but after a while the flow 
of pus suddenly ceased, but the discharge was reinstated by enlarging the open¬ 
ing. The patient, a male 23 years old, finally recovered. A bone plate was 
applied to close the opening in the cranium.— Centralblatt.f. d. Median. Wi's- 
senschft., No. 29, June, 1869. D. F. C. 

24. Sleep apparently continued for more than Seven Months; Simulation 
of Death. —The details of this case are given by M. Legrand du Saulle in the 
form of a lecture, and are of unusual interest. 

The patient, Della F., was an Italian, aged 32 years, tall and healthy, em¬ 
ployed for several years in the same store as porter, where he had always borne 
a good character for honesty, industry, and sobriety ; but was somewhat retiring 
in disposition, and miserly in his habits. In June, 1868, it was noticed that his 
manner had become preoccupied, absent, and strange ; later, great restlessness 
manifested itself, and it was evident that he was labouring under religious 
excitement. In July his peculiarities had increased and he began to neglect his 
work. On the 31st of July he seems to have become a raving maniac, for 
abandoning his occupation and taking with him 1500 francs—the savings of 
many years—he promenaded the streets, talking and gesticulating wildly, and 
finally threw his money into a dirt cart which happened to pass by. While 
kneeling in the street he was run over by a carriage and sustained a fracture 
of the fibula. He was at first taken to the Hopital Beaujon, but was after¬ 
wards transferred to Bicfitre and placed under M. Du Saulle’s care. The follow¬ 
ing note was made at the time of his admission : “ He was uneasy, anxious, and 
much overcome. He scarcely answered any questions, and manifested a desire 
to die and at the same time a fear of dying as well as of being eternally damned. 
He ate little—wept, bewailed his lot, and scarcely slept. Very soon after his 
admission he was visited by the priest, who seems, by his injudicious exhorta¬ 
tions, to have increased very much the religious excitement under which he 
was labouring. On the 8th and 9th of September he partook of the commu¬ 
nion, and afterwards extreme unction was administered to him. On the 10th 
the patient was found in the attitude of a man in a profound sleep, and this 
condition seems to have begun at the time of, and to have continued since, the 
administration of extreme unction.” On the 11th the following note was 
made : “ Della F. is iu the dorsal decubitus, his limbs are rigid and contracted, 
his respiration is frequent and rather diaphragmatic than costal; his pulse is 
72; his eyelids are drooping and occasionally winking, and his jaws are tightly 
closed one against the other. The sensibility is blunted; immobility abso¬ 
lute since yesterday. The patient has several times passed his urine involun¬ 
tarily.” The condition above described continued unaltered, except that later 
the sensibility of the skin seemed somewhat increased. It was evident, how¬ 
ever, that there still existed a state of semi-consciousness, and to a certain 
extent the power of voluntary action. “ For, whenever the patient believes 
himself alone and unwatched he puts his left hand from under the bedclothing 
in search of the sheet, which he seizes and throws over his head, and this action 
he repeats as often as the sheet is rearranged.” 

In regard to the diagnosis M. Du Saulle thus expresses himself: “The 
patient is, in my opinion, a victim to a sort of internal delusion ; the sacrament 
has been administered to him ; he either believes himself dead or wishes to be 
thought so ; he obstinately throws the sheet over his head and maintains, with¬ 
out the least movement, the position of a corpse in a coffin.” By the advice 
of M. Luys, one of the physicians to the Bicfitre, a large blister was ou Nov. 4 
applied to patient’s scalp ; while it was drawing, he suddenly assumed the erect 
position, and with a voice broken with sobs, exclaimed, “ My God ! my God 1 
have pity on me 1 I am undone, I shall die. My God 1 my God ! I shall die, 
my brethren 1 Pray to God for the repose of my soul.” Before, however, the 
nurse could light his lamp he had fallen back on his pillow and had assumed 
his usual posture. During all this time it was of course necessary to feed him 
by introducing food through an oesophageal tube. 

On the first of February he was etherized. Drunkenness was produced 



24(3 Progress op the Medical Sciences. [Jan. 

with great difficulty—was very slight and passed away rapidly, although the 
operation was very well performed. While under the influence of the ether 
he seemed uncomfortable—made movements as if he intended to put himself 
on the defensive; opened his eyes wide and looked at wliat was going' on around 
him with an astonished and stupid expression, and on two different occasions 
laughed in a silly maimer. During the time that the drunkenness lasted (eight 
or ten minutes) he was questioned, teased, flattered, and threatened alternately, 
bnt he could not be induced to answer a word. Little by little, as the effects of 
the ether wore off, he assumed his former attitude. Three days later the 
attempt was made to intoxicate him, and for that purpose a whole bottle of 
champagne was introduced into his stomach, but the only effect produced was 
increasing slightly the frequency of the pulse. Cannabis Indica was about this 
time employed without any other effect than that of increasing the emaciation 
and causing a discolouration of the skin. The sleeper of Bicetre having by 
this time become famous, a notorious magnetizer succeeded, by an application 
to M. Husson, the Director-General of Public Charity, in gaining access to the 
wards of M. du Saulle, and in magnetizing the patient; but no results appear to 
have followed the passes which were made over him. An ophthalmoscopic 
examination made by M. Edward Meyer and M. Bouchut revealed the fact 
that there was oedema of the optic nerve, and abnormal pallor of the retinal 
vessels. 

On the 12th of April the patient succumbed to an attack of pneumonia. 

The autopsy appears to have been made with unusual care, and the following 
points are of interest: 1st. A marked decoloration of the nervous substance 
affecting both the white and the gray substance depending upon a general 
anaemia of the organ which was very apparent even where the bloodvessels 
are normally most abundant, as in the gray substance of the corpus striatum, 
the protuberance and cortical substance. 2d. Atrophy of some of the con¬ 
volutions, which caused in certain positions umbilicated depressions of the 
undulatory surface of the cortical substance. This condition is never met with 
except in those who have presented during life persistent trouble, more or less 
characteristic of the mental faculties, and as it depends upon disappearance 
to a certain extent of the nervous cellules, this derangement is generally of the 
nature of dementia. 3. Islets, of partial vascularization, which were found in 
the thickness of the cortical substance. These were said to resemble, more 
than anything else, the eruption of measles on the surface of the skin. M. 
Buys, who conducted the post-mortem examination, is inclined to think that 
the excessive depression of the phenomena of the life of relation and the 
apparent absence of all cerebral activity may be explained by the progressive 
diminution of the capillary circulation through the groups of nervous cellules 
which induced a condition of positive inanition, and finally extinction of their 
dynamic activity. On the other hand, the persistence of delusion may be ex¬ 
plained by the existence of the foci of partial congestion which kept the 
surrounding cellules in a state of erethism or of functional exaltation. 

One of the most interesting facts in the whole case is, that notwithstanding 
the number of times the oesophageal tube was introduced (750 in all) not the 
slightest abrasion of the oesophagus was found after death. 

The lecture also contaius the full history of a very similar case reported by 
M. Timermans, of Turin, and some particulars in regard to four other eases, 
which present some points of similarity.— Gazette des Hopitaux, Nov. 2, 4, 9, 
11. J. H. H. 

25. Sudden Death from Excitation of the Pneumogastric Nerve, of the 
Inferior Laryngeal, or of the Nasal Nerve. — M. P. Bert, iu a note read Aug. 
23d, 1869, to the French Academy of Sciences by M. Claude Bernard, states, 
that when these nerves are strongly excited sudden death may result, without 
convulsions; respiration and the general movements of the body are immedi¬ 
ately arrested and the animal dies as if from a stroke of lightning. M. B. has 
thus caused death in mammifera and birds, particularly in ducks, which is an 
important fact, for the suddenness of the death in these last animals shows that 
it is not owing to asphyxia (ducks resisting asphyxia for from eight to fifteen 



